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STMJA: Humis Vance (1987) for so[o j)iano, 6y Joey 'Bargsten. 
VigitaCscan (2008) of originaCmanuscript, assemBCecCin Ado6e 
InVesign. 'titCepage, dedications, j)rogram note andafterword 
typeset digitaCCy, Basedon manuscript. 

More materiaC 6y the composer is avaiCaOCe at: 
fittj}://www. 6admindtime.com 
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JosepH IVaters andthe J^etworkfor !N'ew Music, ThiCa- 
deCpRia,for tfieir energetic advocacy ofthe cause, 

John yifiite,for fiis commitment to exceCCence in the 
j?erformance oftfiis demanding work. 
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In a moment of revaCation, one can 6e compkteCy transformed. 
So it was in the case ofJeCaCucfcCin %umi (1207 - 1273). LeacCing an 
orcCinary Cife as a so6er IsCamic schoCar andpedagogue, Humi was 
sfiatterecC 6y a vision of'Tfie 'BeCovecC, an image he saw in tfie rugged 
face ofthe mysterious dervish, Shams aC-Vin, 'The Sun ofTaBriz' . 
'together they shared SO!hCW£X a deep sj>irituaC and ecstatic hond 

y/f^en Shams disajrpeared, %umi turnedin BewiCderment 
and Conging for tfie absent yet immanent Jriend. "To commemorate 
andenshrine Shams, he createdthe whirCing dance ofthe MevCevi 
dervishes—the S'EMJA—to the accompaniment of CanguidfCute and 
j>acing drum. JKs he danced, Humi wouCdenter into a trance and 
improvise passionateCy sjirituaCverse. Thousands ofthese odes and 
poems were quickCy transcrihed 6y his students. 



%umis Vance 



In SIMJA, I attemptedno CiteraC depiction ofthe events of 
Humi's Cife. liather, the music growsfrom an enchantment with the 
transfiguring nature ofpersonaCvision. 
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So, it's 6een a CittCe more tfian twenty years since I wrote STMJA: 
Humis Vance, It's cCear to me now tfmt this is my onCypiece wfiere I 
acHievecCsome sort ofpersonaCfusion ofmocCernism and minimaCism 
—apro6Cem nagging at me since I started composing, 'tfie drama of 
'ojrposing' musicaC styCes (andits resoCution) was a 6ig concern to me 
tfien. 'Mow, not so mucfi. 



^ftertfiougfits 



%umi is stiCCin motion after aCCtfiese years, spinning througfi 
fus texts, ecfioing tfirougfi tRe centuries, beyondthe worCd of ojrposites, 
beyond cuCture cCasfies Cike those we are deaCing witfi today—rich vs. 
■poor, last vs. l¥est, CiteraCfanatics vs. the ocassionaC soCitary mystic: 

"'Beyondthat worCd of ojrposites 
Cies an open fieCd—meet me there!" 



